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n?( you for your letter of 17t January 2020 regarding employability and skills funding.

| do fully understand the difficulties the delays to the Scottish budget are causing, not only in
the Third Sector and voluntary organisations, but across all sectors and | appreciate the
issues this causes to the organisations you represent.

| know you will recognise that these difficulties have been caused by the UK Government'’s
decision not to bring forward a UK budget until 11 March 2020. Under normal circumstances
the Scottish Government would wait until after the UK budget is agreed before announcing
the budget for Scotland — with UK fiscal policy and the block grant award having a significant
bearing on the budget available to Scottish Government.

Recognising the impact this delay on setting budgets would have on public services,
including the Third Sector, in Scotland, the Finance Secretary, has brought forward the date
of the draft Scottish Budget to Thursday 6 February 2020. | know that this will still

leave uncertainty for organisations across Scotland, and | am committed to minimising the
impact this may have.

In the spirit of the “Principles for Positive Partnership”, | have asked my officials to work
closely with SCVO to share the budget arrangements with you as soon as we can. | am keen
that we work together to give the third sector organisations working in employability and
skills as much certainty as we can as we go through the budget process.

| am aware you are meeting Gavin Gray from the Employability Division next week, and |
have asked him to pick up this discusgsiopywith you to censider how best to achieve this over
the coming weeks. \/

AL
AMIE HEPBURN

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See

www.lobbying.scot
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